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MEMO 
To Our Readers 


Sophia Ripley Ames, who writes 
our consumer page, is now working 
on two special articles that will deal 
with milk. 

The first reviews the findings of 
the Temporary National Economic 
Committee which investigated the 
troubles dairy farmers have with the 
trustified milk distributors. The sec- 
ond deals with the problems of con- 
sumers and their efforts to get fluid 
milk at prices that keep health out 
of the luxury class. 

We believe that this series will be 
of great general interest when it is 
published within the next few weeks. 


x 


Labor papers, neighborhood pa- 
pers, consumer news letters and col- 
lege publications that pass across 
our desk more and more frequently 
carry reprinted columns and articles 
from U.S. WEEK. 


While everything that appears in 
our pages is protected by the United 
States copyright laws, we have no 
desire to keep the news and views of 
our writers to ourselves. 

U.S. WEEK is always glad to grant 
responsible and worthy contempo- 
raries permission to reprint without 
charge. 


« 


The October issue of the Jewish 
Survey pays this gratifying tribute to 
our exposure of the Buick Motor 
Co.’s discriminatory hiring practices 
in Chicago: 

“The press in general drew a 
discreet curtain about the case; Gen- 
eral Motors, after all, is no small 
advertiser. But help came. A pro- 
gressive midwest news-magazine, 
U.S. WEEK, launched the campaign. 
Trade unions in Chicago and 
throughout the country took up the 
issue and gave their complete sup- 
port. Cultural and national organi- 
zations protested at many meetings.” 


(Cover photo shows Pilot-Officer N. L. 
Stepp of San Jose, Cal., exchanging greetings 
with miners outside North Straffordshire pits 
in England. Stepp is member of American 
Eagle Squadron.) 


Youre Telling Us... 


MESSAGE FROM MEXICO 


Dear Editor: 

Since Lindbergh has spoiled his 
chances to continue longer as a lead- 
ing radio spieler for the America 
First group, would it not be a kind- 
ness to suggest to him that he make 
another Lone Eagle flight, destina- 
tion Berlin this time? 

Since the USSR airplane force is 
a push-over, and Lindbergh is a 50 
to 1 partisan of Hitler’s Nazism to 
the USSR cooperative system of in- 
dustry, the ex-colonel would be in 
his element helping the Luftwaffe 
destroy an extra thousand planes per 
day. 

Between raids, Hitler might find 
him useful in radio talks, especially 
to Latin America where his influence 
could continue to hamstring our 
government’s efforts in solidifying 
the Western natives against becoming 
vassals of Hitler’s expanding domin- 
ion. 

C. V. Warner 


Est. Colonial, Tamps, Mexico. 


HERE’S HOPING 
Dear Editor: 


I am pleasantly surprised to find 
that vour policy and coverage of the 
day’s news is fairer than most sim- 
ilar papers. Here’s hoping I read of 
the end of Hitlerism before the end 
of my subscription. 

George Hockberg 


Washineton. D. C. 


‘IF THEY CAN’ 


Dear Editor: 

There is a justifiable evnicism in 
the three-word phrase with which 
Richard Boyer ended a recent article. 
But it was misplaced: it smacked of 
defeatism, and it spoiled what micht 
have been a masterful interpretation 
of the “little people’s” role in the war 
and after. Boyer wrote: 

“Tf ever a statesman .. . is tempted 
to return to the world that brought 


Hitler and war, let him think... . 
of these thousands who died .. . 
that the world might be... beautiful 
... And let him and the other great, 
equal the example of the people—if 
they can.” 

“If they can,” he says. By all 
that’s logical. they must. They must 
emulate the example of the people if 
we are to have a better world. And 
if they can’t they must be displaced 
by a real people’s voice. 

On the pain of greater tragedy we 
must not again let the peace be stolen 
from the people. That is the lesson 
of the last war—a war that the “little 
people” won, followed by a peace 
that was stolen from them by short- 
sighted. jealous, vindictive leaders— 
I refrain from calling them states- 
men. 

Yes. even the “little people” of 
Germany contributed to the Allied 
victorv in 1918, a fact that seems to 
have been forgotten. They were the 
ones who finally revolted. They were 
the ones whose disgust of war at that 
time might have been turned to use. 

And now again we hear the cry: 
“Crush Germany. Crush Germany.” 

That was the theme of the recent 
Allied parley in London. that was 
the theme of Douglas Miller’s book 
which your Mr. Dodd so rightly at- 
tacked a few weeks ago for the false 
racial theory which it espoused. 

Another attempt to crush Germany 
will lead only to another disastrous 
war. All liberal and_ progressive 
thinkers must make it clear that 
Germany and Hitlerism are not synon- 
vmous. It is Hitlerism that must be 
crushed to free Germany and save the 
world, 

This program makes it vital that 
we have forward-looking leaders. for 
it is becoming more and more ap- 
parent that we will have to ficht as 
hard—if not harder—for the just 
peace as we will for the military vic- 
tory. 

> Hs 
The Bronx, New York. 
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MIDWEST DROPS: 'ISOLATIONISM'; 
DEMANDS FIRMER U. S. ACTION 


Administration Lags Behind Popular Sentiment; 
Wheeler Seeks to Capitalize on ‘Aid Russ’ Trend 


Last week, for the first time since 
the war began, American public 
opinion seemed to be running ahead 
of government action. The midwest, 
long regarded as a brake on even 
limited aid to the nations fighting 
Hitler, was apparently fast becoming 
a spur prodding Washington on to 
bolder steps. 

A reliable observer, reporting ex- 
clusively to U. S. WEEK after a tour 
of Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, the 
Dakotas and Montana, expressed sur- 
prise at what he had found in the 
home states of the Senate’s appease- 
ment bloc. 

The shift in sentiment, according to 
this source, has not been merely one 
from isolationism to support of the 
Roosevelt policies. On the contrary, 
midwesterners are now more than 
ever critical of the Administration in 
Washington. Only now they are ask- 
ing what the nation is waiting for, 
calling for speedier and more de- 
cisive action, demanding greater lead- 
ership. 


Nation Is Alarmed 

Events of the week seemed to con- 
firm this judgment, given before 
Moscow was in danger, before the 
destroyer Kearny was torpedoed, be- 
fore a new war cabinet took power 
in Japan. 

While American demands for more 
material aid to Britain and Russia, 
for the joint Anglo-American open- 
ing of a new front on the continent, 
and for an implacable stand against 
Japan, were not yet as clamorous as 
similar popular voices in Britain— 
they were, nevertheless, making them- 
selves heard. 
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For once the American people 
were thoroughly alarmed. There was 
no arguing away the indications of 
a gigantic Axis squeeze play in the 
making. The imminent peril to Mos- 
cow, the sinking of the Kearny, the 
war moves in Japan—all added up 
to a three pronged threat to the 
United States. Not even an_isola- 
tionist could take seriously Herr 
Goebbels explanation that Navy Sec- 
retary Knox had torpedoed the 
Kearny. It was equally hard to swal- 
low the doctrine that we had brought 
all this danger on ourselves, by reject- 
ing the be-kind-to-Hitler proposals 
of certain Senators. 

As a result of their deep concern, 
people were looking to Washington 
last week, for the first time seriously 
asking: “What are you going to do?” 
and “Why aren’t we doing more?” 


A SIGN OF 
THE TIMES 


Lindbergh’s appeasement 
pleas and attack on the 
Jews has been answered by 
6-sheet billboards (7’ x 7’) 
in more than 100 locations 
in Los Angeles. Several days 
after the signs appeared 
followers of the Lindy line 
pasted up the question: 
“One guess who paid for 
this poster?” To which 
sponsors of the original 
message replied with anoth- 
er printed sign: “Not Hit- 
ler, Brother.” 


Action on the Administration-spon- 
sored amendment to the Neutrality 
Act was a case in point. While the 
House, by the decisive vote of 259 
to 138, approved the bill to permit 
arming of merchant ships, trade 
union resolutions and newspaper edi- 
torials were calling for outright re- 
peal of “neutrality’s” last remnants. 

Senator Pepper (D., Fla.) said that 
“in a quickly changing world the 
United States cannot take the chance © 
of waiting to see if repeal of the act 
is necessary,” and declared that he 
would move for repeal himself if 
Administration leaders in the Senate 
did not. 

Any minute, Pepper continued, we 
may find ourselves in a_ position 
where we must ship goods directly 
“to the ports of Britain.” Sections 
of the act that prohibit this, he said, 


Democracy in action. . . 


should be cast off as soon as possible. 


But Senator Connally, chairman of 
the Foreign Relations Committee, as- 
sured House leaders no attempt would 
be made to extend the House-ap- 
proved measure; and it was reported 
that the Administration was sticking 
to its “go slow” tactic of piecemeal 
revision. 


Passage Conceded 


Senate consideration of the ship 
arming measure was expected to 
last no more than a week, with 
America First spokesmen testifying 
against it. Senator Wheeler of Mon- 
tana, leader of the appeasement 
forces, conceded passage but threat- 
ened to tack on a declaration of war 
to any proposal for permitting 
American ships to enter so-called 
combat zones. 


The fact that the Kearny was the 
10th American vessel to be attacked 
in American waters—outside the 
proscribed zones—did not deter 
Wheeler from blaming the President 
for this latest torpedoing. 


But what was significant—and 
new—in the Montanan’s remarks last 
week was that even he took note, for 
his own purposes, of the growing dis- 
satisfaction both in this country and 
in England with the scanty aid being 
given the Russians. 


Said Senator Wheeler: “When we 
are talking about going to Europe 
and fighting the battles for England 
there, we must think of Germany tied 
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Harlem residents gather in street for meeting in connection 
with new housing project. Harlem’s big problem is fairer rentals for Negro tenants 


up in Russia, with thousands of her 
men, planes, tanks, and other instru- 
ments of war. What happened that 
the English did not attempt to make 
an invasion on European soil to re- 
lieve the pressure on the Russians? 


“. . The Russians have made the 
only gallant fight that has been made 
during the whole war. They have 
stood up and bled and died, and no 
help has been given to any extent 
whatever.” 

These were strange words coming 
from the same Senator Wheeler who 
has been a bitter critic of the Soviet 
regime, of any aid to Russia. These 
same words, according to our infor- 
mation, were being uttered last week 
by the people of Montana, from 
which Wheeler recently returned to 
Washington. 


But Montanans were saying these 
facts cried out for more vigorous 
United States action, for more aid to 
both Britain and the Soviets. To 
Senator Wheeler the same facts could 
be made to bolster the policies of 
inaction, “neutrality”, and appease- 
ment. 


Demand ‘Stronger Stand’ 


There were other signs last week 
that the American people were ready 
to play their full part in the defeat 
of Hitler. They included: 


* The Republican, national GOP 
magazine, reported that a survey of 
4,000 county and township party 
leaders shows more than 999 of 
them favor more active U. S. partici- 


pation in the war and 30% advocate 


an A.E.F. 


+ In Congress, Senator Norris (Ind., 
Neb.), Senator Pepper (D., Fla.) 
and Rep. Eaton (R., N. J.) were 
among those calling for a stronger 
stand against Japan. Fight For Free- 
dom leaders, taking the same posi- 
tion, were prompted by last week’s 
news from the Orient to declare that 
we should not hesitate to declare war 
against Japan if that was necessary. 


* The Miami, Fla., AFL central 
labor body and the CIO Councils of 
Cook County, IIl., and Newark N. J., 
were among several labor groups 
urging Britain and the United States 
jointly to open a western front. 


* Rep. Vito Marcantonio (ALP., 
N. Y.) who cast his solitary vote 
against armament appropriations be- 
fore Hitler invaded the Soviet Union, 
last week declared in the House that 
he supported outright repeal of the 
Neutrality Act, adding: “Even this 
is not enough. What is really neces- 
sary is the immediate opening up of 
a Western front.” 


NATION’S CAPITAL 


Map Steps in Pacific; 
Price Control Filibuster 


If Washington did not respond to 
the double threat from east and west 
with all the vigor being advocated in 
some quarters, it nevertheless did 
more than mark time last week. 


* A Senate committee, beginning 
hearings on the House-approved sec- 
ond Lend-Lease Bill, heard Chief of 
Staff General Marshall testify that 
the Nazi armies are advancing only 
at terrific cost, that the Germans are 
rapidly consuming their material in 
the present offensive. 

This gave added significance to the 
President’s assurance that “large 
amounts” of American supplies had 
been shipped to the Soviet Union, 
and that everything promised the 
Russians for October would be sent. 


* The President met with ranking 
War, Navy and State Department 
ofhcials and it was known that the 
Far Eastern situation had been dis- 
cussed. 

* Secretary Knox announced the 
Navy was all set to arm our merchant 
ships, as soon as the amendment to 
the Neutrality Act was passed. 
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A dramatic Navy order sent 
American vessels in the Pacific steam- 
ing to friendly ports for instructions. 
Although this temporarily delayed 
shipments of vital supplies to Vladi- 
vostok, it was thought the ships might 
be armed before continuing their 
journey, in answer to the possibility 
of a Japanese blockade. 


* The War Department seized a 
$1,234,000 shipment of planes, con- 
signed to Peru, and ordered them 
diverted to Russia. 


* As the President revealed that 
September lend-lease deliveries were 
nearly triple the average monthly 
deliveries of the preceding half year, 
new steps to assure winning the battle 
for production were taken in Wash- 
ington. 


Price Control Filibuster 


House hearings on the Administra- 
tion price control bill, which began 
Aug. 4, were still dragging on last 
week. Congressmen who seemed re- 
cently ready to take some action on 
runaway prices, apparently got their 
second wind and opposition members 
of the committee now show no incli- 
nation to permit the bill’s progress 
to the House. 

Last week Commissioner of Labor 
Statistics Isador Lubin, looking pa- 
tiently over his dark-rimmed spec- 
tacles, repeated the lesson already 
patiently elaborated by other Ad- 
ministration officials who preceded 
him: 


+* Wholesale prices of basic com- 
modities and raw materials are al- 


ready sky high. 


* The cost of living has risen over 
9% since the war began, and retail 
prices will also go sky high, unless 
the government steps in. 


* It is neither necessary nor desir- 
able to set a ceiling on wages. 


A Lesson for Patman 


There was one sign that at least 
one committee member had learned 
something during the protracted hear- 
ings. Rep. Wright Patman, (D., 
Texas) remarked: “When these hear- 
ings started I thought control of 
wages should be in any bill. I have 
tentatively changed my mind.” 

Rep. Patman’s education cost con- 
sumers a pretty penny. 
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GEORGIA U. OUSTED 


Students Burn Effigy 
of Governor Talmadge 


the ideal of education and a threat 
to democracy.” 

Cocking (see U. S. WEEK no. 20) 
was ousted for allegedly advocating 
equal educational opportunities for 
Negroes. 

At Georgia U’s home town of 
Athens more than 1,500 students 
burned Talmadge in effigy. 

It wasn’t so much the canceling of 
their football schedule they minded. 
It was the “principles” Gov. Tal- 
madge had tried to pin on their alma 
mater. 


The Southern University Confer- 
ence scored last week when it barred 
the University of Georgia from mem- 
bership. The Conference, made up 
of 41 southern colleges and univer- 
sities, said that Governor Eugene 
Talmadge’s ouster of Dr. Walter D. 
Cocking from Georgia U’s school of 
education was “a contradiction of 
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ON THE PRODUCTION FRONT 


There was good news from the production front last week, but warning 
signals as well that the battle is by no means won. 

War department officials reported that mass production is now under 
way in a “substantial” number of the new $1,750,000,000 government-owned 
munitions factories. To date, however, only a few of these have reached 
se output, some are still awaiting contracts, others are not yet even 

ult. 

Although aircraft exports were up 41% last month—a total of only 533 
planes were shipped to the battlefronts. 

The best news, coming from SPAB, indicated that a sound rationing system 
of raw materials will soon replace the priorities method, which thus far has 
failed to assure the balanced distribution of supplies necessary to keep de- 
fense production going. 

As President Roosevelt signed the Property Requisitioning Bill, it was said 
that there were literally carloads of machinery, hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of steel, silk, rubber, wool, hemp and copper lost, hidden or hoarded, 
which only now can be taken over for defense use. 

SPAB, for the first time cracking down on a priorities violation, brought 
charges against a Chicago firm for diverting aluminum to non-defense uses. 


x 


From the all important steel sector of the production front, however, the 
news was not so good. Dr. Zay Jeffries, a General Electric metallurgist act- 
ing as adviser to OPM, lulled the 
National Academy of Sciences with 
the now too-familiar assurance that 
America will have “ample metal for 
the greatest defense production of 
all time.” We have no reason to 
worry, he said, even about steel. 

This made pleasant reading for 
the steel companies, still dickering 
with the government over terms of 
plant expansion. But it did not check 
with the realities of a 51% cut in 
auto production, ordered by OPM as 
a result of the actual steel shortage. 

Nor with the news out of Pitts- 
burgh, where it was reported that or- 
ders for steel exceeded actual pro- 
duction—and capacity. Nor with the 
growing shortage of iron and pig 
scrap, which threatens to further 
curtail steel production. 

As warnings of a possible steel “famine” were heard in Washington, the 
SEC reported that the nation’s 10 largest steel companies had paid their 
officers and directors salaries aggregating $7,240,000 last year. This was 
exclusive of income from dividends. 
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BRITONS SHOUT FOR 2D FRONT; 
HITLER USES JAPS AS THREAT 


U. S. Expected to Act if Nipponese Attack Siberia; 
Soviets Prepared to Fight’ On 


As the Nazi legions stormed ever 
nearer Moscow last week, it seemed 
probable that Hitler might open up 
a second front against his enemies 
quicker than they could or would 
open up a second front against him. 


In a very real sense it was a race 
between the British people, attempt- 
ing to induce the Churchill govern- 
ment to open a front behind the Ger- 
man armies in Russia, and Hitler, 
attempting to induce the new Japa- 
nese government to open a front in 
Siberia behind the Russian army 
fighting in Europe. 

It seemed quite possible, despite 
the furore for invasion increasingly 
raised by increasing numbers of the 
British public, that Hitler had more 
aggressive material to work with than 
did the British public. For various 
members of the anti-American, pro- 
Axis, new Japanese cabinet have ex- 
pressed an eagerness for war against 
the United States in the Pacific and 
against the Soviet Union in Siberia. 

This latter move would also 
threaten the security of the United 
States since easternmost Siberia is 
only 35 miles from Alaska, most 
westerly American territory in this 
hemisphere. 


Aimed at U. S. Strategy 


Hitler’s move was grandiose, bold 
in concept, and designed to com- 
pletely scrap ‘and liquidate the basic 
strategy of the United States, Great 
Britain and the Soviet Union. The 
formula for victory for the Allies 
is that they shall hold Hitler off un- 
til American supplies give them such 
superiority in material that they can 
wage a decisive and overwhelming 
offensive. Hitler plans to use Japan 
to denude completely Great Britain 
and Russia of American tools of war 
and, in addition, to: 

* Win the decisive Battle of the At- 


lantic, through which supplies are 
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sent to Britain and the Soviet Union, 
by diverting American and British 
naval strength from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific by threats of Japanese 
diversion in the latter ocean. 

* Close Vladivostok, Soviet port in 
Siberia, to American aid to Russia by 
inducing Japan to seize the port as 
part of its invasion of Soviet Si- 
beria. 

* Force the United States to keep its 
war production for its own armed 
forces by creating an American con- 
viction that this country would need 
all of its material for a war with 
Japan. 


Japan Bides Her Time 


The question, of course, was 


whether Hitler could persuade Japan 
to live up to its Axis pledges and 
carry out this campaign. The Nip- 
ponese were evidently willing but still 
biding their time despite the belli- 
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Even if Moscow Falls 


cose new cabinet headed by Lieut. 
Gen. Eiki Tojo, bullet-headed, jut- 
jawed advocate of the Axis. How- 
ever, both Japan and Hitler felt that 
the mere threat to do all these things 
would have considerable value in 
paralyzing Allied action, even ac- 
complish Hitler’s objectives to a lim- 
ited extent. 


The question of whether the threat 
materialized into actuality depended 
last week, as did most other things 
terrestrial, on the Battle for Moscow. 
As 3,000,000 Nazis poured over the 
rolling plains before the Russian 
capital, it became apparent that what 
was being fought was not only the 
Battle for Moscow but the Battle for 
New York, for London, for San 
Francisco, and that, it was, in fact, 


the Battle for the World. 


If the seismograph, that delicate 
instrument which can determine the 
precise center of earthquakes, could 
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Dramatic story of battle of Europe’s resources is told in this map. Current Nazi 
gains in U.S.S.R. mean growing advantage for fascism that only America can offset 


USick 


have been used in the past fortnight 
to measure the tremors of war, it 
would have proved beyond dispute 
that the war is indivisible and that 
all world conflict spread from the 
core of Moscow. 


It would have shown beyond doubt 
that Nazi successes toward Moscow 
precipitated the political upheaval 
in Japan which in turn threatened the 
United States. It would have demon- 
strated that the torpedoing off Ice- 
land of the American destroyer 
Kearny, in which 11 American sea- 
men were the first casualties of the 
war in the American armed forces, 
originated in the Nazi drive for the 
Soviet capital. For the desperation 
of that drive required the opening 
up of a second front by the Japa- 
nese and the Nazi attack on the 
Kearny had a dual purpose related to 
Hitler’s persuasion of the Japanese. 


Synchronized Action 


In the first place Hitler desires 
to fulfill for Japan the technical re- 
quirement that will make her a bel- 
ligerent under the Axis pact, namely 
armed conflict between Germany and 
the United States. In the second place 
he wished to show the United States 
that it was or could be encircled, that 
it was the victim of a squeeze play, 
since the attack on the Kearny was 
synchronized with the coming to 
power of the anti-American cabinet 
and with such anti-American state- 
ments as the following by a high Nip- 
ponese naval officer: 


Japanese-American relations 
are extremely critical. Our Navy 
is in excellent condition and get- 
ting stronger. It certainly is at 
such a moment as-this that our 
Navy should set about its pri- 
mary mission. The Japanese 
Navy is itching for action. 


Questions of the Hour 


Last week’s news created a series 
of questions concerning future news 
ihat was even more important than 
the actual events of the past seven 
davs. Here are the questions and 
their answers. 


Will the United States move 
against Japan if it imperils Amer- 
ican security by closing Vladivos- 
tok and occupying Siberia? 
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Uncle Sam’s answer to Hitler. . 


. U.S.-made tanks arrive in Middle East to bolster 


Allied front. These shipments are a daily occurrence, according to British censor 


It will unless a small clique in the 
State Department, long hostile to the 
Soviet Union and in favor of appeas- 
ing Japan, Vichy, and Franco, can 
succeed in completely reversing the 
present American foreign policy. 

The essence of American policy 
now is based on commitments to sup- 
ply Great Britain and the Soviet 
Union and on the principle of the 
freedom of the seas. Closing the port 
of Vladivostok would flout both of 
the cardinal principles of American 
foreign policy. 

However, Japan hopes that an at- 
tack on the Soviet Union would so 
appeal to a part of American senti- 
ment that it would help immobilize 
the United States. 


Can the United States defeat 
Japan if war results? 


It can in all probability, since the 
American Pacific fleet is far superior 
in both the number of ships and the 
caliber of guns to the Japanese Navy. 
Japan’s greatest advantage might be 
that she was fighting in home waters 


—unless she drove toward Singapore 
and in that case the Japanese Navy 
would be at a disadvantage since it 
has a cruising radius of only 1,500 
miles while the American Navy has a 
battle radius of 2,500 to 3,000 miles. 


In addition: The American Pacific 
fleet has 14 ships of the line, includ- 
ing the just launched North Carolina 
and the Washington, which will be 
launched soon. The Japs have only 
10 battleships and 6 were built just 
before or after the last World War. 

The American battleships, not 
counting the North Carolina and the 
Washington, have a total tonnage of 
381,000 whereas the Japanese ships 
total only 300,000 tons. The latter 
ships mount 80 14-inch guns and 16 
ll-inch guns while the Americans 
have 104 14-inch guns and 24 16-inch 
weapons. 

We have 13 heavy cruisers in the 
Pacific, the Japs have 12, while the 
United States has 170 destroyers, 
faster and better armed than Japan’s 
125. However, Japan has a superior- 
ity in submarines at the rate of 85 


to 45. 
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Can Russia fight on after the 
fall of Moscow, the Donets Ba- 
sin, and most of European Rus- 
sia? 


The answer is that it can because 
for years it planned to be able to if 
European Russia was over-run by the 
Nazis. A huge industrial plant, miles 
beyond the reach of the Nazis, has 
been erected behind the natural for- 
tifications of the Urals, the mountains 
that divide European Russia from 
Asiatic Russia. 

This region, served by the Trans- 
Siberian Railway, has as its chief in- 
dustrial centers Magnitogorsk, Sverd- 
lovsk, Tagil and Kutnetsk. It pro- 
duces from one-quarter to one-third 
of all of Russia’s coal and iron at 
present and has a potential many 
times greater. 


At Magnitogorsk there are steel 
mills rivaling those of Pittsburgh as 
well as blast furnaces 10 stories in 
height. The city produces 4,300,000 
tons of pig iron annually and a near- 
by mountain bearing the same name 
as the city has enough iron ore to 
supply Russia for the next 75 years. 
The largest coal deposits in the world 
are at Kuznetsk, 1240 miles east of 
Magnitogorsk. 

This region could probably field 
and supply an army of 1,000,000 
men, perhaps 1.500.000. But a much 
larger army is needed in Russia to 
defeat Germany. This army, sup- 
plied only by Russia industry, could 
prolong the war, prevent Germany 
from liquidating its eastern front at 
least to some extent. but it could not 
supply an army sufficiently large to 
defeat the Nazis. 

The equipment for this undertak- 
ing will have to come from the United 
States and this raises the final ques- 
tion of the week. 


Can the United States success- 
fully supply Russia, or are the 
distances and _ difficulties too 
great? 


Tt will be a less difficult job to 
supply Russia, provided Japan is 
kept in its place. than it was to supply 
the American Expeditionary Force in 
France. However. Vladivostok must 
be kept open. It is the most prac- 
tical route and the furthest removed 
from Hitler’s armies. The Nazi le- 
gions may close the route through 
Iran, by way of the Persian Gulf, 
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and they might close all ports in 
north European Russia. 

The distance or times involved are 
not prohibitive providing a steady 
flow of material is maintained to 
the Eastern Front. In 1917 it took 
a convoyed freighter from 10 to 12 
days to cross the submarine infested 
Atlantic. It requires only a few days 
more to reach Vladivostok from San 
Francisco. In addition, the Trans- 
Siberian railroad is in good condi- 
tion with plenty of rolling stock. 

It takes nine days to travel from 
Vladivostok to Moscow. A total of 
25 days would be required to send 
American material to the eastern 
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battlefront. Not only would this time 
be shortened by possible Russian re- 
treats east but it would be of no con- 
sequence once materials began to ar- 
rive in a steady stream. 


A BRITISH FRONT 


Labor Unions Clamor 
For New Offensive 


The National Conference of Shop 
Stewards, meeting in London with 
2,000 delegates representing 500,000 
workers in British war industry, last 
week demanded the opening of a new 
front and it seemed possible that 
political repercussions, threatening 
members of the Churchill govern- 
ment might ensue if the British Gen- 
eral Staff pursued its policy of in- 
action. 

A resolution sent to 
said: 


Churchill 


“We demand the opening of an- 
other front in the quickest possible 
time for the purpose of aiding Rus- 
sia, since if Russia falls Britain falls 
and the whole world falls. We warn 


the government that the workers of 
this country will never allow the 
government to let Russia down, for 
we know that means we go down as 
well. We are not going to smash 
fascism in other countries and allow 
British reactionaries to get away 
with it here.” 

The chairman of the meeting, 
Walter Swanson, chief shop steward 
at one of the Napier arms factories, 
said: “There is great alarm among 
the workers in every factory that the 
government is not pulling its weight 
alongside Russia. It is necessary to 
publicly state that the factories are 
seething with suspicion that the gov- 
ernment is letting Russia down and 
the presence of Halifaxes, Moore- 
Brabazon, and Margessons in the 
cabinet is the reason there is no sec- 
ond front.” 


Lord Halifax, British ambassador 
to the United States, told the Nazis 
publicly during an interview in the 
United States that they need not fear 
a second front. This fact, as well as 
a similar statement by Capt. Henry 
D. R. Margesson, secretary of war, 
and an alleged statement of Moore- 
Brabazon, secretary of air produc- 
tion, that it would be excellent if 
Russia and Hitler exhausted each 
other, was the cause of thousands of 
conversations in England. 


Wide-Spread Concern 


In myriads of pubs and homes 
people asked each other why there 
had been no drive in Libya where 
the British had a superiority over the 
Axis in men and material. 


In hundreds of street conversa- 
tions, Britishers asked why the gov- 
ernment didn’t employ large scale 
harassing operations in western 
Europe, or why it didn’t attempt 
guerilla operations, or attempt feints 
at landings that would puzzle the 
Nazis, possibly cause them to re- 
move troops from the eastern front. 
The British General Staff said the 


reason was a lack of equipment. 


But the British public wanted to 
know why it would be any better 
off after the Nazis had conquered 
Russia. released most of 5.000.000 
troops for action against Britain in 
the west. And the rank and file of 
the British army, sick of maneuvers 
and mock warfare, was calling for ac- 
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CUTTING DOWN OF FARM DEBTS URGED 


Fulmer Bill Seeks Relief for Hard -Pressed 
Farmers; Bankers Refuse to Curb Speculation 


If the small farmer, the marginal 
farmer and the poor farmer, whose 
numbers are legion, are to take part 
in the all-out effort for increased 
poduction increased credit must be 
made available to them. An even 
more elementary step, if production 
is to be increased to its zenith, is to 
scale down the present mountainous 
debt load that makes increased ex- 
pansion impossible for thousands of 
farmers. 


As a consequence of this there has 
been wide interest in the hearings 
being held in Washington on the 
Fulmer Farm Credit Bill. The chief 
provisions of this bill, backed by most 
progressive farm organizations, are: 


% Scale down the farmers’ debt 
where the mortgage held is higher 
than the productive value of the land. 


% Limitation of deficiency judg- 
ments in such a manner that when 
foreclosure ‘fails to discharge the full 
debt owed, the Land Bank can’t also 
take livestock and equipment, thus 
making ,it impossible for the farmer 
to continue farming. 


% Low interest rates and a 40-year 
amortization period. 


% Elimination of the requirement 
that every farmer who gets a govern- 
ment loan (that is from a Land Bank 
or Land Commissioner) be forced 
to purchase stock in a National Farm 
Loan Association to the amount of 
5% of the loan. 


AIDS RE-PURCHASE 


The above provisions apply only 
to government loans. In addition the 


Fulmer Bill provides for: 


% Financing of farmers to re-pur- 
chase their property in Frazier- 
Lemke cases. (Under the Frazier- 
Lemke amendment to the Bankruptcy 
Act, farmers could get a 3-year 
moratorium on delinquent mortgages 
to private debtors, that is banks and 
insurance companies. A Supreme 
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Court decision of December, 1940, 
gave farmers the prior right over 
their creditors to re-purchase their 
farms at the end of a 3-year period. 
This provision of the bill provides 
farmers with credit facilities to im- 
plement the right of re-purchase.) 


The passage of this bill would give 
some slight aid in preventing the 
danger of farm expansion policies of 
the Department of Agriculture favor- 
ing the large, corporate farmer in 
the same way industrial defense ex- 
pansion has favored monopoly over 
the small businessman. Yet, there 
is a move on foot, backed chiefly by 
Republican members of Congress, to 
gut the bill of most of the provisions 
enumerated and make it merely a 
vehicle for the reorganization of the 
government Land Bank and Loan 
Association system. 


ASSAILED BY BANKERS 


Some of the opposition faced by 
the bill, which has been demanded 
by farmers for years, was apparent 
at Secretary Wickard’s recent con- 
ference called to offset any speculative 
land boom, such as that which 
doubled the farmer’s debt load two 
decades ago. 

The bankers attending the parley 
went out of their way to denounce 


the Fulmer Farm Credit Bill. S. M. 


For 
NATIONAL 


Waters, chairman of the farm mort- 
gage committee of the Mortgage 
Bankers of America, representing 
100 life insurance companies and 75 
banks, led the attack. 


‘TURNED DOWN COLD’ 


A correspondent from Washing- 
ton says: “The Farm Credit Ad- 
ministration and Secretary Wickard 
offered representatives of banks and 
insurance companies who write 75% 
of the farmers’ mortgage loans the 
opportunity to join in a campaign 
to prevent a speculative land boom 
before it starts—and were turned 
down cold by as hard boiled a group 
of money lenders as have ever gath- 
ered in one room to plan ways and 
means of taking it out of the farm- 
er’s hide. 


“This was the net result of the 
conference called to discuss making 
loans, not on a speculative value, but 
on the normal value—on the basis of 
the amount a farm can produce. 


“Mr. Waters admitted that this 
was a sound basis of making loans, 
but said that it was not practical. He 
blamed ‘human nature’ for the mort- 
gage-holders refusal to check on- 
coming land speculation, but suc- 
ceeded only in making it amply clear 
that you can’t change the nature of 
a banker.” 


L A B O R 


RIVAL UNIONS SIGN PEACE AGREEMENT 


AFL, CIO Electrical Workers in N. Y. Ban 
Raids; Thomas Decries ‘Idle Tools’ in Michigan 


As President Roosevelt indicated 
to a press conference last week that 
new government steps may be taken 
to forestall strikes in defense indus- 
tries, organized labor itself showed a 
growing understanding of the need 
to maintain production. 

In New York, AFL and CIO elec- 
trical workers signed an agreement 
banning “raids” in each other’s ter- 
ritory in order to put an end to juris- 
dictional disputes. 

Local 3, International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers (AFL), and 
Local 1224, United Electrical, Radio 
and Machine Workers (CIO), agreed 
to discuss amicably such differences 
as may arise, to maintain wage stand- 
ards, and to submit disputes to Ethel 
Epstein, Mayor LaGuardia’s labor 
secretary, for mediation when unable 
to agree among themselves. 

UE District Organizer James Lus- 
tig said: “Jurisdictional disputes are 
injurious to the workers and to the 
nation as a whole. We hope that this 
agreement will be an example to AFL 
and CIO unions throughout the coun- 
try.” 

IBEW Business Agent Samuel 
Dobbins commented: “Local 3 has 
always regretted the cleavage in the 
labor movement. We are certain that 
the net result of this agreement will 
be to organize the unorganized in our 
industry.” 


Train Apprentices 


On the west coast, organized labor 
was stepping up its share in training 
and re-training programs to assure 
adequate supplies of skilled workers. 
It was revealed last week that the 
California Apprenticeship Council 
has directed the training of from 
500 to 600 new indentures each 
month during the past year. 

In Detroit, UAW-CIO President 
R. J. Thomas again protested that 
machine tools in the city’s auto plants 
are operated at no more than 3% 
of their capacity. 

Declaring that the slogan of the 
auto workers is “Out-Produce Hit- 
ler,” Thomas forwarded to Washing- 
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While prices rose 132% this year, wage increases added only 2% to production costs, 
AFL economists report. Chart shows big gap between price boosts and wage hikes. 


ton evidence that over 21% of the 
machine tools in 34 Michigan plants 
are idle. 

At Bound Brook, N. J., the plant 
of the Calco Division of the American 
Cynamid Co. reopened after strikers 
voted to return to work “‘in the inter- 
est of national defense.” The strike 
was conducted by AFL Federal Local 
22051. 

Viewed as not so helpful to defense 
production were these events of the 
week: 

* The National Labor Relations 
Board order virtually nullifying the 
UAW-CIO’s_ greatest victory, the 
closed shop contract with the Ford 
Motor Co. The NLRB ordered an 
election in 14 plants of the company 
to determine whether the workers 
want to be represented by the CIO 
union or by AFL federal locals or 
neither. 

* Refusal of the board of directors 
of Air Associates, Inc., of Bendix, 
N. J., to accept the Mediation Board’s 
formula for strike settlement. In its 
recommendation the NDMB said: 
“On the basis of the entire record 
in this case, the board feels obliged 
to observe that this company has not 
exhibited toward either this certified 
union or ‘the NDMB the attitude of 
cooperation to which the public is 
entitled on the part of the company 
whose operations are essential to the 
defense of the nation.” 


Following the board’s recommen- 
dation, the UAW-CIO workers in- 
volved voted to call off the strike. 
Last week, as the company remained 
uncompliant, the board was reported- 
ly considering drastic action. 


ON OTHER FRONTS 


One of the most unusual election 
campaigns in recent labor history 
ended last week with a complete de- 
feat of the administration of the 


American Newspaper Guild (CIO). 


The unity proposal of administra- 
tion supporters, whereby half of their 
candidates withdrew in favor the 
opposition slate, was rejected in the 
referendum vote. Leaders of the 
opposition labeled the withdrawals 
as a political maneuver and pressed 
their charges that the guild admin- 
istration followed the Communist 
party line. 

Conceding defeat, President Donal 
Sullivan and Executive Vice Presi- 
dent Milton Kaufman announced 
that the new officers will “have our 
support in achieving unity around 
the program of the ANG” and urged 
all members to “give these officers 
your unstinted backing.” 


The ANG’s new president is Mil- 
ton Murray of Detroit. Kaufman’s 
post went to Sam Eubanks of San 
Francisco. 


Our Frror 


Last week we reported that Wil- 
liam Hutcheson of the AFL Building 
Trades council had apparently had a 
change of heart. We, unfortunately, 
took at face value Hutcheson’s Seattle 
speech urging aid to Britain and the 
Soviet Union. But, since it was re- 
vealed last week that Hutcheson has 
accepted a place among the directors 
of America First, we are obliged to 
apologize for our error. 
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TREASON IN HIGH PLACES 


Last week a decision in a U. S. court must have 
made Hitler very happy. Judge Caffey, in an oral 
decision, stated that the Aluminum Co. of America 
was not a monopoly and pointed out that all one 
needed to produce aluminum was brains, money and 
bauxite. This decision gives Alcoa legal license to 
continue a policy of restricted production of the 
aluminum so greatly needed for planes for defense. 
In good old-fashioned American, the decision stinks 
to high heaven. 


All the commercial press in America carried the 
details of Judge Caffey’s decision. What it omitted 
were the facts presented by the government in the 
case of the U. S. Government vs. Alcoa. 


For the past 47 years, Alcoa has controlled and 
produced 100% of domestic virgin aluminum. The 
domination of the market, the dictation of 
monopoly prices and the elimination of competitors 
have made Alcoa a perfect monopoly. Alcoa ob- 
structed others from entering into the production 
of aluminum and bought out those few who suc- 
ceeded in entering the field. It destroyed rivals 
before they could establish themselves. 


Here are some examples: 

Electric power is essential to the making of 
aluminum. Between 1895 and 1924 Alcoa purchased 
power under long term contracts from all private 
companies in the U. S. and Canada, stipulating in 
each contract a clause which prohibited the sale of 
power to other producers of aluminum. It bought up 
all the power rights on both sides of the St. Lawrence 
and prevented the U. S. and Canadian governments 
from developing the power possibilities of this region. 
Alcoa wants this power development respected to pre- 
vent other companies from entering the aluminum 
business and it thereby also retards all businesses 
which need water power. 


After the expiration of basic patents in 1909 Alcoa 
forced the industry to consolidate under its rule. The 
cases of the Michigan Aluminum Co. and _ the 
Aluminum Goods Co. are clear examples of this. In 
1922 and 1923 Alcoa surpressed the competition of 
the Norwegian companies. In 1924, ’25 and ’26, it 
eliminated the formidable competitors, Uihlein and 
Duke-Haskell. In order to do this Alcoa bought up 
the Republic Carbon Co. at unduly high prices, which 
placed Uihlein’s bauxite control in Alcoa’s hands. It 
bought the Saguenay properties to prevent Duke from 
getting electric power. 


Alcoa has monopolized the manufacture of 
aluminum sheet and discouraged competition in this 
field. The following is a list of companies that Alcoa 
has obstructed from producing: Standard Aluminum 
Co., Cleveland Metal Products Co., Bremer Waltz 
Corp. Aluminum Products Co., Illinois Pure Alumi- 
num Co., Buish Machine Tool Co., Franklin Motor 
Co., Eastman Kodak Co., Hupp Motors Co., Ford 
Motor Co., and Sheet Aluminum Co. 

Its monopolistic position has enabled Alcoa to dic- 
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tate its own prices. The price of virgin aluminum 
has rarely changed. During the depression from 1929 
to 1932, the price of aluminum dipped only 8% in 
contrast to other metals, which, like copper, for ex- 
ample, fell by as much as 69%. Alcoa has sold virgin 
aluminum at prices far above costs, netting 100% 
profits in some years. At the bottom of the depression 
in 1932 it realized 75% profits on costs. On March 1, 
1937, it raised prices from 19 to 20c per lb., giving 
increased costs as the reason. But specific evidence 
shows that costs dropped by 4c per lb. Alcoa lied. 
Prices in 1940 were 18c per lb. while 29 years ago, 
when costs were higher, they were only 1614 to 17c 
per lb. Only a monopoly can maintain prices with- 
out regard to cost or competitive conditions. 


Alcoa has conspired with foreign producers to 
monopolize and restrain trade. Agreements were 
made with foreign companies in 1896, 1901, 1906, 
1908 and 1912. Between 1919 and 1928 there were 
tacit understandings among all producers. In 1928 a 
Canadian corporation was set up under Alcoa’s 


leadership and in 1931 a world aluminum combine 
was set up to divide world markets, to protect members 
from competition and to restrict production and keep 
prices high. Furthermore, Alcoa is accused by the 
government of conspiring with I. G. Farben, a Nazi 
corporation, to permit Nazi Germany to buy important 
technological developments from Alcoa and buy vital 
defense products below the U. S. price. 


Not only did Alcoa put Nazi Germany in a better 
position to produce aluminum than the U. S. but it 
continues to sabotage the American defense pro- 
gram. The fact was brought out before the Truman 
Committee that an Alcoa man, A. H. Bunker, is the 
$1 a year man at the head of the aluminum and 
magnesium section of the OPM who has prevented 
any work on the $600,000,000 aiuminum expansion 
program announced by OPM last May. According 
to Congressman Pierce of Oregon: “To date, 137 
days or 3742% of a year’s production has been 
wasted in the effort to protect Alcoa’s monopolistic 
position. . . . This delay, translated into planes, 
means 10,000 fighters or 1,665 bombers.”’ 


These actions of Alcoa have placed the defenses 
of the U. S. in serious jeopardy. A soldier who puts 
his country in danger is courtmartialed; a spy is 
brought to trial for treason. Alcoa’s acts are at least 
as reprehensible. The above facts accuse Alcoa of 
giving aid and comfort to Nazi Germany, first by 
helping it to expand production and now by refusing 
to expand American production. Alcoa must be 
brought to trial for its treasonable acts. 

Financially Yours, 
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fascist plans, many of which compete with each other, 
many of which are connected, and all of which are 
dangerous—the times being what they are. 

The organizations sponsoring and profiting from these 
plans range from Pelley’s Silver Shirts to the Ku Klux Klan 
and the Black Legion, from rabid Coughlinites and the 
Christian Front ‘to fake farm organizations, from the fol- 
lowers of “Goat Gland” Winrod, Deatherage of the White 
Camellias and Gerald L. K. Smith to professional mothers’ 
organizations, from various so-called defenders of the 
Constitution to assorted Guardians of Liberty, Sons of 
Purity, Die for Christianity At Once clubs, and peace so- 
cieties against all war except war against South America. 

At present a new organization is coming into being down 
on the northern edge of Illinois’ Little Egypt where the Ku 
Klux Klan once held sway, where Klansman S. Glenn Young 
and Deputy Sheriff Orie Thomas once held a public duel, 
and where the Birger and Shelton gangs fought it out until 
both were exterminated. Here, where farm lands and 
coal mines alternate, as daffy a plan as has ever been con- 
ceived of in the mind of man is being offered to the gullible. 
It is not important in itself but perhaps it is important as a 
case history of what is happening in various forms all over 
the country and particularly in the Middle West. 


| HIS good American land is teeming with crackpot, semi- 


It is a part of a general plan, backed for the most part 
by Coughlinites and wealthy proponents of Hitler, to 
alienate the American farmer from President Roosevelt and 
his anti-Hitler foreign policies. This particular organization, 
which began in Clinton County and has spread to 12 
neighboring counties and three other states, is known as 
the “Producers for the U.S.A.” It opposes the President’s 
farm policy on the claim that it is a part of a world-wide 
plot to crown the Duke of Windsor King of the World in 
1953 atop Mount Olive in Palestine. 


Now while the great majority of the farmers of Southern 
Illinois back the President’s policy of increased production 
to beat Hitler and laugh heartily at the new organization, 
the “Producers of the U.S.A.” are only funny when viewed 
separately. Separately they are a futile collection of crack- 
pots. But when taken with all the other crackpots, each 
with his own particular fascist vision, they offer a social 
phenomenon which must be taken seriously. 

For there are some 800 fascist. semi-fascist and anti- 
democratic organizations dotting the land. For the most 
part they have the common denominator of being for Hitler 
and against President Roosevelt whom they usually refer 
to, with a heavy, meaningful leer, as President “Rosenfeldt.” 
This, of course, is intended to reveal the President’s non- 
existent Jewish blood, for most of the assorted societies are 
as virulently anti-Semitic as Hitler himself. 

So if you are inclined to smile at the queer antics of Dr. 
Albert Vail, of Editor Edward A. Kock and the Reverend 
Father Kunkel, all great admirers of Coughlin, Lindbergh, 
Ford, and the Chicago Tribune, smile a little sadly for 
their antics may be dangerous. 


* 
Dr. Albert Vail. principal of the High School at Breese 


in Clinton County. IIl., is a tall, slender man in his thirties. 
the owner of a deep voice and a brief case. His brief case. 
which he says contains many world-shaking secrets. is almost 
as much a part of him as his voice and he uses the first 
almost as much as the latter. He strives for an air of 
pregnant mystery. and his deep, dark set eves. his graying 
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A Case Histor 
By CLAUD 


wavy hair, and his faithful brief case somehow comb: 
to give him the air for which he strives. 


He smokes cigarets constantly, obtaining fine drama 
effects by exhaling through his nose, raising the cigaret a 
examining it critically before he gives solemn answer c 
cerning the weighty secrets he possesses. He someh 
contrives to retain a pose of ponderous dignity even wh 
his two children climb up and down his lanky form as 
receives interviewers in his small home at Breese. 
cassionally, however, as he tells how the farmers 
Southern IIlinois have been sucked in on a plot to ms 
the Duke of Windsor King of the World, he becomes 
trifle vexed at his children and sternly reproves them - 
their noise. 


Dr. Vail gives no more time to his high school work tk 
is absolutely necessary. He is a representative, he says, 
the Defenders of the Constitution, one of the myriad Pp 
Hitler, anti-Roosevelt organizations, which has its he 
quarters at 736 Riverside Drive, New York. and has as 
head a buxom lady known as Mrs. Catherine P. Baldw 
While this organization acts jointly with other semi-fas« 
organizations which ape Hitler by blaming the Jew for 
the ills of the world, both it and Dr. Vail are making 
contribution of their own. 


They say that the world is menaced by a joint Jewi 
British plot which is operated by an organization w 
headquarters in London known as the British Israel Wo 
Federation. The Roosevelt Administration, and its fa 
policy of increasing production to beat Hitler, are a Pp 
of the plot, Dr. Vail says. Hitler is trying to break up 
British-Jewish plot for world domination. since he ha 
both the Jews and the English, but the farmers of South 
Illinois who are cooperating with the government to incre 
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production, are making it mighty difficult for Hitler. Dr. 
Vail is out to stop this because, he says, “the British Israel 
World Federation is a much worse menace than Hitler.” 


“The British Israel Federation,” says Dr. Vail in address- 
ing meetings of Clinton County farmers, “is a world-wide 
conspiracy to bring the whole world under England’s 
domination. You see, Edward, Duke of Windsor, is the 
lineal descendant of the Jewish King David of Biblical 
times. The British Israel Federation is going to put the Duke 
on the Throne of the World in 1953. It’s all planned in 
detail. It will come off in 1953.” 

Sometimes as Dr. Vail addresses a farm meeting he is 
interrupted by an irreverant voice. “What the hell,” asks 
the voice, “has all this to do with the Administration farm 
program?” 

“My friend,” says Dr. Vail, displaying gentle pity at 
such ignorance, “there is more than meets the eye. The 
American Farm Bureau Federation, the 4-H clubs and other 
farm organizations are subsidized and therefore controlled 
by the Andrew Carnegie Foundation which in turn is a 
sponsor and collaborator of the British Israel World 
Federation. The Farm Bureau dominates the Administra- 
ion. Thus it was the British Israel World Federation that 
wrote the ‘Food for Freedom Bill,’ that decided to increase 
American farm production. The British Israel World 
Federation controls Claude Wickard, the secretary of agri- 


oulture.” 
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And yet the most fantastic aspect of this fantasy from 
Little Egypt is not mentioned by the good doctor. The 
British Israel World Federation is pro-Hitler, anti-Roose- 
velt, anti-Jewish, and one of the chief semi-fascist organiza- 
jons of the world. It favors everything Dr. Vail favors. In 
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attacking it he is in the position of Hitler attacking Hitler. 
Mr. Ford’s Mr. Cameron is anti-Administration, pro-Hitler, 
and in good measure, in favor of everything Dr. Vail favors. 
Yet Mr. Cameron (Henry Ford’s Mr. Cameron) is one of 
the chief members of the British Israel World Federation 
and perhaps holds, with that organization, that Hitler is 
doing a fine work of unification. Mr. Cameron’s Anglo- 
Saxon Federation of America is a member of the so-called 
world federation and views the policies of President 
Roosevelt with alarm. Dr. Vail is shadow boxing with 
himself. He is attacking what he favors and those who 
favor him. 

Perhaps by coincidence Edward A. Kock publishes a 
frankly pro-Nazi paper, the Guildsman, in Germantown, 
only four miles away from Breese. Kock admits that he 
knows Vail, and Kock, as well as Vail, frequently attacks the 
British Israel World Federation as the source of all evil. 
But the primary purpose of the Guildsman, according to 
Kock, is to convince Catholics that Nazism is not a menace. 

“And I’m winning my fight,” he says proudly. 

Father Kunkel, an organizer for Coughlin, also aids Vail 
in his work. He lives at Bartelso which is also in Clinton 
County. 

Father Kunkel’s case is a sort of case history within a 
case history. Since our interview with him thoroughly 
reveals certain aspects of the American fascist mind, we 
give it here in full: 


Q—Father Kunkel, are you connected with Producers for 
U.S.A. of which Dr. Albert Vail is secretary-treasurer? 

A—Well, not “connected with” but I help all I can. Dr. Vail 
and I work closely together. I give him all the advice I can 
on problems of organization and policy and things like that. 
And then I talk with the farmers in my parish. 

Q—Are you acquainted with the British Israel World 
Federation? 

A—Well, I’ve studied it for many years now. I’ve been putting 
the pieces together as completely as possible. Right now 
I’m working on the problem of getting definite evidence of 
just when and how Hitler learned that he was being used 
as a sucker in the BIWF scheme for World domination. 
Some place along the line he found out and double-crossed 
the British Israel crowd. So, now, he’s out to smash their 
scheme. 

Q—What is your attitude toward Father Coughlin? 

A—I’ve always been a great admirer of Father Coughlin. 
During the past years I have been organizing Social Justice 
groups wherever I could. 

Q—What other men in America’s public life do you look to 
for progress toward the goal you are working for? 

A—To name a few—Colonel Lindbergh, Stephen A. Day, 
Burton Wheeler, Gerald P. Nye, and all the leaders of 
America First. 

Q—Do you know Edward A. Kock, the editor of the Guilds- 
man in Germantown? 

A—(Looking up quickly and carefully choosing his words) 
No. That is I have only met him once. 

Q—Do you read the Guildsman? 

A—Well, I used to read it. 

Q—I’ve read the Guildsman and found many interesting ideas; 
but don’t you think Kock’s language is a little difficult to 
read? 

A—Yes, but I’m troubled by something else. Kock would be 
a good deal more useful to the cause if he wasn’t so openly 
pro-Nazi. 

Q—But I’ve noticed he usually puts qualifying statements in 
to protect himself. 

A—I know, but it isn’t a matter of protection. It’s that he 
ought to be more—more— 

Q—‘Subile?”’ 

A—tThat’s it—more subtle about it. 

(Kunkel then displayed a list of the men 
the BIWF scheme.’’) 

Q—But there are a number of Jews on this list. I thought the 
BIWF was anti-Semitic. Certainly the Anglo-Saxon Federa- 
tion has been outspoken on this. 

A—I’m glad you noticed the “Jews.” They turn up in key 


(Continued on page 22) 
Page 13 


“connected with 


ART IS 


WEAPON 


Mural painted by WPA artist for armory in Chicago 


‘Make use of us in battle for democracy, artists plead 


By MORRIS TOPCHEVSKY 


President, United American Artists 
Chicago Local No. 90, CIO 


ETSY ROSS made a flag. Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote 

B a novel. Words and music that told millions why John 

Brown’s body lay a’mouldering in the grave inspired 
men to march in the cause of human freedom. 


Half-forgotten artists caricatured the Red Coats, the slave- 
holders and the Copperheads, interpreted the American 
struggles for freedom and lampooned freedom’s foes in 
every crisis in American history. The cartoons of Thomas 
Nast, the paintings of Winslow Homer and the prints of 
Currier and Ives made their contribution to the understand- 
ing of national issues. 

Even today, when the written and spoken word are more 
potent weapons than ever before, the cartoon, the carica- 
ture, the painting and the poster speak to simple folk in the 
simplest and most universal of all languages. 


*« 


Not so very long ago the President of the United States 
was obliged to admit that “the American people do not yet 
realize that we have a war to win.” Our nation’s leaders are 
making great efforts to bring that grim, relentless fact home 
to the common people who must grow in understanding and 
will to sacrifice if, indeed, the war is to be won. 
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At the very beginning of the national defense program, 
the American artists eagerly offered their skills and talents. 
Last June a committee of representatives of the United 
American Artists, affiliated to the United Office and Pro- 
fessional Workers of America (CIO), interviewed officials 


of the OPM. 


Make use of us, they said. Let us paint murals for perma- 
nent or temporary use—covering the walls of public build- 
ings and army camps with pictures of America’s heroic past. 
Let us make the military quarters, mess halls, recreation cen- 
ters of our soldiers alive with exhibitions that tell the story 
of America’s long fight for democracy and freedom. 


Let us illustrate the military manuals, they said, draw 
posters to stimulate the battle for production in the fac- 
tories, help the nation’s defenses through our knowledge of 
the technique of camouflage. 


At that time the artists were told that the only defense 
jobs open to them were at factory benches, working with 
pick and shovel on the roads, digging ditches. 


A month later the personnel of the WPA Art Projects was 
cut over 70%. 


Now state and public agencies set up to find jobs for the 
jobless are putting artists to work pulling weeds, chopping 
stones, cleaning park toilets, while some are offered work as 
dishwashers and errand boys in grocery stores. 


There is the nationally known sculptor and teacher of 
sculpture, famous for his discovery and development of 
talent among the Negro people of Chicago’s South Side. 
The Illinois State Employment Service offered him a job as 
grocery clerk. When he declined the offer, he was promptly 
dismissed from WPA for “refusing to accept private em- 
ployment.” 


US 


‘The conditions for art and democracy are the same 


There is the distinguished painter who had been forced 
to accept relief. Called to the office of the Illinois State 

reasurer’s Employment Bureau, he was told by a Mr. Red- 
lin: “You have not been looking for work outside your 
profession.” 

“T have only this one profession,” the artist replied. 

Then he was told that the people of the United States do 
not want art, that those who encourage artists are criminal, 
that an artist who accepts public funds for art work is dis- 
honest. And he was offered this choice: take a job as dish- 
washer, 54 hours a week for $12—or be removed from the 
| ie rolls and be blacklisted by WPA. 
A week later this artist received a $300 purchase prize 
for a picture exhibited in the San Francisco Museum of Art. 
Once again, in spite of Mr. Redlin, he is supporting himself 
through his profession as an artist. 


« 


There are not “too many” artists. Those still on the WPA 
rolls are contributing to military and civilian needs, and the 
demand for their work far exceeds the supply. 

Mr. F. R. White, supervisor of the Illinois Art Project, 
district 3, told me: “It is the policy of the WPA Art & Craft 
Project to give priority in all requests for services from the 
military forces of the Chicago area. Due to limitations in 
personnel we are sometimes unable to cooperate as fully or 
as quickly as has been requested. The skills of our artists 
are in constantly increasing demand, both by the military 
and civilian defense agencies.” 

The Jacksonville, Florida, WPA Art Center has been asked 
for more than 150 exhibition units to be sent to Camp 
Blanding, the Pensacola Air Base, and other military 
centers. 

The Michigan Art Project is holding classes for the sol- 
diers at Fort Custer. 

Pennsylvania and New York have designed and completed 
portable altars for army camps, with interchangeable in- 
signia to fit the liturgical requirements of all religious 
denominations. 

Illinois WPA artists are assisting the army air corps in 
the preparation of animated cartoons, making training 
charts and diagrams of airplane motors, producing 18,000 
diagrammatic charts for training cadets in the air corps. 

Col. F. F. Christine, air corps executive, Scott Field, re- 
ferring to murals painted by the Illinois WPA artists, wrote: 
“The work of the project, it is hoped, will be the forerunner 
of additional work of its kind. It is hoped that the best 
artists that you have at your command will be utilized.” 

But many of our “best artists” are being “utilized” as 
ditchdiggers. 

They are wiser, now, in Great Britain. A committee was 
organized there early in the war, consisting of distinguished 
men professionally concerned with art, representatives of 
the Admiralty, War Office, Air Ministry, Ministry of Infor- 
mation and other government bureaus. English artists work 
full time with the armed forces, or~are given special com- 
missions. Leading painters and draftsmen are appointed as 
official artists to the navy, army and air force. 


«x 
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—President Roosevelt 


“We cannot suspend those things we seek to sustain,” 
Mayor Kelly of Chicago said last July. “By helping people 
broaden their cultural horizons, we help them to express 
themselves as individuals. That is the essence of democratic 
achievement. The art projects are one sure asset of our 
national defense to blot out confusion and generate those 
opportunities for all our citizens that replenish and expand 
our American way of life.” 


Those who today would reach the minds and spirit of the 
American people, awakening them to new devotion to the 
cause of democracy and firmer resistance to the blandish- 
ments of dictatorship, cannot afford to ignore the talents of 
the artists of our country who are eager to cooperate in this 
task. 

The artist has his own stake in the defeat of Hitler. He 
knows that fascism is the avowed enemy of art and culture, 
that Hitler has everywhere imprisoned the artist himself and 
crushed that freedom of the human spirit which alone can 
provide the soil in which art flourishes. 

If Hitler comes to the United States, art must go. 

America’s artists offer their skills and their talent for the 
defense of the country they love and the way of life which 
is necessary to their survival. 


America cannot afford to reject their offer, nor to waste 
their special gifts. It must put them to work—for light 
against darkness, for freedom against the tyranny of Nazi 
tule. 


Poster by Illinois Art & Craft Project WPA 
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By LEO HUBERMAN 


INDUSTRY’S DOLLAR PATROITISM’ 


HE War Department says that 3,700,000 man-days 

have been lost by strikes since Jan. 1 in industries 
under defense contracts. 

This is a serious situation calling for an inquiry into 
causes. 

The San Francisco Chronicle, in an editorial on Oct. 
15, asks the question: “Who Is To Blame Now Com- 
munists Are Out?” It points out that it is a mistake to 
throw the blame on Communists as was previously done— 
by most of the press including the Chronicle—because 
the “Communists are eager to expedite aid against 
Hitler.” 

Who, then, is to blame? 

The Chronicle editorial writer could have found the 
answer to the question on page 7 of his own paper on 
that same day. The news item was headed: 


LUBIN: WAGES 
ARE NOT UP 
WITH PRICES 


It quoted the testimony of Isador Lubin, Commissioner 
of Labor Statistics, before the House Banking Com- 
mittee. The Committee has been making a study of a 
price control bill. Mr. Lubin gave the following reasons 
for his opposition to any wage controls in such a bill: 


(1) Net labor cost has risen 1.2% since 1936, while 
net price increases in wholesale products average 
20% for all commodities, 30% for raw materials, 
11.2% for durable goods. 


(2) Price increases made since August 1939, were 
enough to cover very substantial wage increases 
in the future as well as those already made. 


Strikes occur where workers try to obtain “the very 
substantial wage increases” they need to make up for 
the tremendous increases in prices. They occur, too, 
when employers persist in violating the National Labor 
Relations Act by refusing to grant union recognition to 
their employes. 


These are not guesses. They are the facts. In the 
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August, 1941, Monthly Labor Review, published by the 
U. S. Department of Labor, we learn that “of the total 
number of workers involved in strikes during this period 
[January to April 1941] 57% were striking primarily 
over wage-and-hour issues and 35% were in strikes in 
which union-organization issues were the most import- 
ant.” 

What is happening is plain. Profit-greedy employers 
are prepared to hold up production of vitally necessary 
defense. materials rather than grant the wage increases 
necessitated by the increased cost of living. 

The threatened strike at the San Diego Consolidated 
Aircraft’s plant is a case in point. The company holds 
contracts for 750 million dollars worth of bombers. The 
AFL International Association of Machinists withheld 
strike action until a new verbal wage agreement, ap- 
proved by the Defense Mediation Board, was reached. 
Now local union officials may be forced to strike any- 
way. Why? Because Major R. H. Fleet, president of 
Consolidated, announced he would not sign a contract 
to increase wages unless the government would make up 
the increased cost. 

This attitude is not new. Expansion in the steel in- 
dustry is being held up today because the government 
and the steel companies have not yet agreed on “financing 
procedures.” 

Considering that the leading industrial companies show 
a net income for the first quarter, 1941, after federal 
taxes, of 14% above the same period in 1940, it is not 
improper to suggest that the patriotism of Big Business 
is an expensive item. 

We need uninterrupted production of defense materials. 
We won't get it so long as industry feels that the need 
for more and more swollen profits is greater—and gets 
away with putting its own interests above the defense 
effort. Labor must and will do its part to increase 
production, but its willingness can be completely nega- 
ted if industry continues to place profits before patriotism. 


MURRAY PLAN WAITS 


It’s ten months now since CIO President Philip Mur- 
ray submitted his “Plan for Strengthening the National 
Defense Program” to President Roosevelt and his Cabinet. 
The Plan calls for the setting up of Industry Councils 
composed of an equal number of management and labor 
representatives with a government representative as chair- 
man. 


Had the plan been adopted last December there is a 
strong probability that the disease of “dollar patriotism” 
would not have spread so widely. And we would have 
been that much closer toward achievement of the goal 
of “the highest possible productive efficiency of American 
industry.” 


x 


Another week has passed since Governor Olson of 
California said labor prisoners KING—RAMSAY— 
CONNOR “have already discharged their debt.” 


YET THESE MEN ARE STILL IN SAN QUENTIN. 
Wire your protest to the Governor of California 


US 
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PUT ‘THE LITTLE FOXES’ 
ON YOUR MUST-SEE LIST 


Film Makes Strong Bid For Academy Award; 


Powerful Movie of Native American Fascism 


THE LITTLE FOXES, a Samuel Goldwyn 
picture directed by William Wyler, with 
Bette Davis, Teresa Wright, Herbert 
Marshall, Charles Dingle, Dan Duryea, 
Patricia Collinge, Carl Benton Reid, Rich- 
ard Carlson, Russell Hicks, Jessie Gray- 
son, Lucien Littlefield, John Marriott, 
Virginia Brissac, Charles R. Moore, Alan 
Bridge and Terry Nibert. Adapted for 
the screen by Lillian Hellman from her 
own play, aided by Arthur Kober, Dorothy 
Parker and Alan Campbell. 


* Powerful as a dynamo, compelling 
as a magnet is this stark story of a 
family of native American fascists. 
It goes right into their hearts and 
souls with the incisiveness of a sur- 
geon’s knife. It is cold and clear, like 
a sunless wintry day—but like that 
kind of day, is invigorating rather 


Bette Davis as Regina 
than depressing. It reveals exactly 
what is happening, but offers hope, 
a future, a path along which to fight. 

The Little Foxes portrayed here 
are just one of the families “gnawing 
away at our vines.” This story is not 
so much an indictment of them as it 
is a laying bare of their disease and 
an indictment of all who stand idly 
by and watch them corrupt every- 
thing they touch. 

In a closing scene one of the fox- 
like Southerners, Ben Hubbard 
(Charles Dingle), turns to his sister, 
Regina Giddens (Bette Davis), to 
state their position: “There’s thou- 
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sands of us—all over. We'll own the 
world some day. They won’t stop 
us.” 


Unexpressed is the reply. There 
are thousands of these “foxes” but 
millions upon millions of others, the 
ordinary people upon whom they 
feed, the people who can stop them if 
they will. 


This is the story of the conver- 
sion of Alexandria Giddens (Teresa 
Wright), daughter of one of “the 
foxes” and niece to two others. From 
being an innocent, trusting dupe who 
refuses to face things and think about 
them, she gradually has her eyes 
opened until the night when she de- 
clares she no longer will stand by and 
watch, but will go out to fight them 
and their kind. 


‘YOU AND YOUR KIND.. .’ 


Regina, her brother Ben, and 
another brother, Oscar (Carl Benton 
Reid), need money to found a sweat- 
shop business which “can make 
millions.” They use the love Re- 
gina’s invalid husband, Horace, has 
for his daughter as a lure to bring 
about his return. They know he can 
furnish the money. 


Horace (Herbert Marshall)  re- 
fuses to make the investment. To the 
fox-like family he says: “You'll 
wreck the town, you and your kind. 
You'll wreck the whole country—if 
they let you.” 

Regina gets the sweat-shop busi- 
ness, but in the process has to let 
her husband die and see her daugh- 
ter leave. 

It is one of the strongest stories 
of the year—and one of the finest 
pictures. Each of the principals’ per- 
formances stand out. Patricia Col- 
linge and Dan Duryea are exception- 
al. Writing is perfect. Direction and 
production are excellent. Well-worth 
seeing and probably an Academy 


Award winner. 
GEORGE MURRAY 


WORTH READING 


DARK LEGEND, by Frederic 
Wertham. Duell, Sloane and 
Pearce. $2.75. 

A lot of things go on around 
us and we say, “I wish I could 
understand why X did 
thus and so.” There is no easy 
and direct way to understand- 
ing. But we can sometimes 
learn from the mentally sick, 
from dreamers, artists, children, 
and criminals—those in whom 
we see normal human behavior 
in exaggerated form. 

This book is a warm and 
scientific study of a dreadful 
crime — matricide. Dr. Wer- 
tham came upon a young boy at 
Bellevue Hospital, a friendly, 
brown-eyed, 16-year-old who a 
few weeks before had gone to 
the corner cop in New York’s 
tenement district and told him 
politely and simply: “I just 
killed my mother.” 


The psychiatrist-author of 


this book draws on 25 years 
knowledge and experience of 
the mentally abnormal, and on 
a great feeling for literature 
and legend, and takes us on a 
wonderful voyage of discovery. 

He tells, as if it were a de- 
tective story, his following of 
the clues and tracks that should 
teach him why this boy Gino, 
this Hamlet of the slums, did 
what he did to a mother he 
loved. 

In our voyage we come to 
understand Hamlet as we never 
understood it, and the Orestes 
myth. Orestes, Dr. Wertham 
finds, was tried not only for 
killing his mother, but for “un- 
Greek activities.” He finds that 
we have to study the forms and 
history of the institutions of our 
society, as well as individual 
stories, to understand any “pa- 
tient.” And we are all, at one 


time or another, “patients.” 
ELLA WINTER 
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DONALD OCDEN STEWART, 


INCLUDING THE 
KITCHEN STOVE 


MECHANICAL CONGRESSMAN 


T IS now time, I feel, to make some sort of a report 


to the world at large on the experiment which Mrs. 
Stewart and I have been conducting in our cellar during 
the past few months. We would have preferred to wait 
a little longer until we were more certain of the success of 
our pioneering work, but certain unfortunate rumors 
have begun to circulate in the village as to just what 
in the hell we are doing down there, especially late at 
night, and so we reluctantly reveal the secret of our 
activity before we can at the same time announce complete 


SUCCESS. 


In a word, Mrs. Stewart and I have been experimenting 
in the construction of a Mechanical Congressman. Our 
primary aim in doing this, of course, has been to relieve 
certain congressional districts (especially in our South- 
ern poll-tax states) of the necessity of replacing old, worn- 
out representatives after they reach their third and fourth 
childhoods. It was Dorothy Parker, I believe, who ex- 
claimed on being told that Coolidge was dead: “How 
would one know?” And it was to do away with the similar 
embarrassing doubts which must come to voters in certain 
districts that we decided to follow the scientific lead of Dr. 
Alexis Carrel and his favorite pupil, Lindbergh, and con- 
struct not only a mechanical heart but also the other 
organs which make their appearance year after year in the 


sacred halls of Congress. 


APPROPRIATE REFLEXES 


We began with the simplest problem which was. of 
course, the brain. Mrs. Stewart had been the translator of 


Dr. Koehler’s excellent treatise on The Mentality of Apes 
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(Harcourt Brace, 329 pages, with index) and in no time 
at all we had constructed a good serviceable working 
model for a congressional brain with which we were 
enabled to begin our experiments in the introduction and 
fixation of the appropriate reflexes concerning Labor, 
Aliens, Negroes, Farm Prices, etc. We took as our model 
a composite of certain Southern statesmen of the Martin 
Dies-Robert Reynolds type, with which we aimed to 
combine some of the worst features of Ham Fish, but 
half-way through our experiments we became so horrified 
at the monster we were developing that we were forced 
to destroy it and start anew. And just in time, too, as 
it turned out, for many of the parts of this original effort 
(which we christened Model T) retained their obnoxious 
qualities long after their removal from the laboratory, 
and for a while we were the subject of many complaints 


from our neighbors, especially on damp windy nights. 


LEARNING TO SPEAK 


Our second attempt, however, was much more success- 
ful, and with the happy assistance of some transfusions 
of parrot blood blended with snake oil we were able to 
create a brain which, we feel sure, will respond correctly 
to all of the proper stimuli, such as the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers or any of the anti-labor lobbyists 
for employers’ organizations and Chambers of Com- 


merce. 


Furthermore, our Mechanized Congressman can now 
speak; not much, of course—only such simple sentences 
as: “Harry Bridges must be deported” or “The National 
Labor Relations Act must be amended,” but we are cer- 
tain that in a few more weeks he will be able to discourse 
at some length on the necessity of concentration camps for 
aliens, the freezing of wages, and. of course. on the horror 
of the undemocratic suggestion of any limit to war profits. 
And after that we shall teach him to whisper—about Jews, 


movie producers. Communists in the CIO, Reds in the 


government—about our historic mission in Latin America 


about a “sensible” point of view toward Hitler—about 


our only real enemy, the Soviet Union. 


And then he will be ready for the Lindbergh mechanical 
heart. a stuffed shirt, and the support of most of our lead- 


ing newspapers. 


THIS SMALL WORLD 


Britain Must Act — Now! 


BY WILLIAM E. DODD JR. 


F THE eulogies of Stalin and the 

Russian people by Lord Beaver- 
brook and W. Averell Harriman 
could take the place of needed guns, 
tanks and airplanes the Red Army 
would have already pushed the Nazis 
out of their country. It is indeed 
tragic that the British, instead of only 
praising the Russians, cannot take 
some action which would give imme- 
diate, concrete aid to their ally. 


Lord Beaverbrook, in his account 
of the 3-Power meeting in Moscow, 
was enthusiastic at the speed and ac- 
complishments of the conference. He 
said that he and Harriman granted 
every request which Stalin made. 
“And as the lists rolled on, Litvinov 
sprang up from his seat, crying out 
with enthusiasm. Stalin’s relief was 
manifest. He was pleased. He was 
confident. He was satisfied.” 


It is one thing to pledge the world 
and quite another to produce only a 
portion of that which is pledged. 
Beaverbrook said he spoke for the 
British and American working men 
and women when he told Stalin that 
Russia would have 30.000 tanks from 
American and Britain—in 1942? 


And in the meantime, millions of 
Russians will have perished and much 
of their country will have been laid 
waste and occupied. 


At present the Soviet Union stands 
alone against the armies of Europe. 
The industrial potential of Germany 
and conquered Europe is superior to 
that of the Russians. And only when 
she is reenforced by the industries of 
the United States and Great Britain 
can the Soviet Union hope to match 
the output of Hitler’s economic 
colossus. 


Yet by their own admission Amer- 
icans and British have just begun to 
get a few materials moving toward 
beleaguered Russia. Why has the 
precious respite which followed the 
invasion of Russia last June not been 
utilized ? 


CiGMOIeER 25, 1941 


Almost four months have elapsed 
since Churchill announced that Rus- 
sia and Britain were allies. But only 
a few British planes and volunteer 
pilots have reached the Russian front. 
A few thousand gallons of aviation 
oil and some obsolete planes have 
been sent to Vladivostok by our own 
country. It is more than folly—it is 
criminal stupidity which has let Brit- 
ain and the United States waste these 


last months of grace given to them by 
the Russian War. 


For the purpose of argument let us 
grant that England cannot launch a 
full-fledged B.E.F. on the continent of 
Europe today. But there are other 
very important moves which she can 
make. In fact, these have been re- 
peated so many times it is hardly 
worth recalling them. 


What has become of Tobruk and 
Libya where the British army prom- 
ised a renewed drive to regain and 
complete the conquest of the shoddy 
Italian colonial empire in Africa? 
Skirmishes between patrols are all we 
hear about. 


What is there to prevent an ulti- 
matum to Turkey that unless she per- 
mits the use of the Dardenelles by 
Allied ships and her territory be- 
tween these straits and the Bulgarian 
border for passage of Allied troops 
she would be invaded? With British 


troops facing her from Syria and 


Russian and British forces in a posi- 
tion to start an occupation from Iran, 
Turkey is indeed in a hot spot. Hit- 
ler could not counter such a stroke 
without withdrawing important forces 
from the battle of Moscow and the 
Ukraine. This would be the very kind 
of action which would furnish relief 
to the hard-pressed defenders of 
Moscow. 


Why have no raiding parties been 
undertaken against German-occupied 
France on a much larger scale than 
those into Norway? It is possible 
now, with the population seething 
and many Nazi legions withdrawn, 
that a real uprising by the French 
people could be expected. 


Or why don’t the United States and 
Britain jointly issue a note to Japan 
to the effect that if she attacks Siberia 
she will have to face and fight in addi- 
tion the combined might of these two 
great powers? This would release a 
number of fresh and well-equipped 
troops from the Far East to reinforce 
the Moscow defense. The Russians, 
however, would not likely drain all 
their effectives from this region be- 
cause Japan, in desperation, might be 
mad enough to risk actual war. 


Promises and pretty speeches have 
been all too common in the last three 
months. Samuel Grafton was only 
recently so moved by the folly of 
waiting that he wrote: 


“Gabble, gabble and the enemy 
grows fatter. The gabble is echoed on 
this side where the editorialists, after 
making the bold decision on June 22 
that they hoped Russia would stop 
Hitler, and then spending the sum- 
mer in congratulatory screeds on 
Russian courage, are now demanding 
‘action’. What is needed today is a 
leadership with boldness, with daring. 
A leadership which will establish an- 
other front against the Nazis. The 
Soviets alone cannot fight the battle 
of democracy for us.” 
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BY RICHARD O. BOYER 


IF THIS BE REASON 


The Hour 
Demands Unity 


HE Nazis have unleashed another great drive toward 

Moscow. If this desperate, but finely planned and 
stupendously equipped blitzkrieg is stopped the German 
army will have received a major defeat even though it 
reaches the very gates of Moscow. But over optimism is 
criminal now. It plays into Hitler’s hands. And despite 
the heroic resistance of the Russian people there is a 
serious chance that Hitler will attain his immediate ends 
and turn from the east to the west, once again confronting 
Great Britain and the United States. 


At that time he will probably make an offer of so- 
called peace. If it is accepted we have accepted ruin. 
This so-called peace will be the prelude to fascism in 
the United States and the prelude to yet another, bloodier 
world war. 

Let no one think that this is rhetoric. Let everyone 
remember that the penalty for misunderstanding in the 
modern world is death—death as a nation, death to 
many of our finest people. If Hitler wins every reaction- 
ary cause in the world will win; if he loses every progres- 
sive cause the world over will be the victor. 

If he wins we will see a drive for power on the part 
of Hitler’s gauleiter, Lindbergh, in this country. Already 
we see Lindbergh using the complete Hitler formula. 
In thinly-veiled words he now hints that a Nazi putsch 
in this country may not only be necessary but desirable. 
Using the complete Hitler formula Lindbergh says, as 
Hitler before him said, that the democratic process has 


broken down—that we need another way of life. That 
way is fascism. 


Let everyone remember now that the national and 
international fronts are one; that the war is indivisible, 


that the world is a single unit. Let everyone remember 


now that what happens in Russia does effect him. Let 
everyone recall that if Russia loses, if Great Britain goes 


down, we in all probability will have an American brand 
of fascism. 
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But there is a bright side to this threatening picture. 
In the first place the immense industrial plants of the 
United States, the vast British Empire, and Russia can 
out-produce Hitler. And production of the materials of 
war is the very crux of the problem. Unless we can 
harness all the vast resources of our industrial machine 
to the fight for liberty we will lose liberty. And we must 
remember that Hitler has at his disposal all the industry 
of conquered Europe, of Czechoslovakia, France, Bel- 
gium, Italy—in addition to the huge production of the 


German war machine. 


There is another bright side to the situation and that 
is the front behind the front, the civilian war of con- 
quered Europe against Hitler. It is bright with the 
promise and performance of human bravery. All over 
Europe, men and women, so like ourselves, are fighting 
the greatest military machine of all time with their bare 
hands. Their only weapons are their wit and intelligence, 
their bravery and self-sacrifice. All over Europe, these 
ordinary people are dying that the world may be free. 
They are not soldiers trained to die. They are only 
people—and that is their crowning glory. 


We can receive inspiration from them. They are people 
like ourselves. There may come a time, and that soon, 
when we will have to show equal heroism and self 
sacrifice. But now the very essence of our fight is unity, 
unity behind our President in aiding Great Britain, 
Russia and China in their fight against Hitler. 


Anything less than complete unity plays into the 
hands of Hitler. Anyone who hesitates because he does 
no approve of Russia is doing exactly what Hitler wants 
him to do. That was one of Hitler’s purposes in invading 
Russia, to divide and paralyze the democracies. 
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We will win because we must win. And we are not 
alone. Beside us are fighters for freedom from every 
land and clime. Beside us are the valiant fighters of 
Madrid, fighting still. Beside us are the brave people of 
Czechoslovakia and France and all of Europe. Beside 
us are the heroic peoples of Great Britain, the Soviet 
Union, and China. Beside us are all those everywhere 
who believe in a world that is sane and beautiful. 


We have both the past and the future on our side. 
Everyone throughout all human history who gave his 
life for liberty and progress is behind us now. And the 
great dream of a world without war and poverty, a world 
of beauty and intelligence and laughter and creative 
work is before us. 


Any task so great requires great sacrifice to accom- 
plish it. But above all it requires great intelligence. And 
the message of reason now—the vital message without 
which we cannot win—calls for the unity of every 
American behind his President in this supreme battle 
against the forces of darkness. 
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CO-ORDINATE ACTIVITY, 
CONSUMERS ADVISED 


Unified Efforts Are Needed in Problems 
Of National Scope; Organizations Grow 


“We will get together some day 
soon, I feel, as delegates of consumer 
groups to some central point in the 
West—where we will, once and for 
all, coordinate consumer activity. It 
is in the wind and nothing can stop 
it, and with such fine research bu- 
reaus and educational nerve centers 
as Consumers Union, U. S. WEEK 
and others for a continual exchange 
of ideas from one group to another, 
we are confident that a_ strong, 
healthy, fighting consumer force will 
make itself felt in every city in 
America.” 

This is an excerpt from a letter I 
received from Haskell H. Gleichman, 
chairman of Consumers United, a re- 
cently formed Los Angeles organiza- 
tion. He expresses a thought that 
must often be in the minds of people 
in consumer organizations through- 
out tne country. 


NATIONAL IN SCOPE 


Many “fighting” consumer groups 
exist, but they are usually local and 
uncoordinated. Their aims are sim- 
ilar because they are all attacking 
problems which are national in scope. 
High rents and expensive milk, for in- 
stance, are problems which have 
again and again caused consumers 
to band together for action, but 
these groups tend to dissolve when 
their immediate job is done. 

More and more the problems which 
beset housewives are not local prob- 
lems but national and even inter- 
national in their source. Consequent- 
ly there is great need for a national 
program to give guidance and 
strength to all the local organizations 
fighting the high cost of living. 

Consumers’ buying is a vital factor 
in the defense program. The alu- 
minum drive showed how eager pri- 
vate individuals are to share in de- 
fense work. Getting along without 
the articles which are growing scarce 
and may son be lacking altogether 
will not entail much real hardship, 
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merely some inconvenience, to the 
public. 

The high and still rapidly rising 
cost of living is the factor in the 
present war situation which will 
cause hardship to consumers. Con- 
sumers need strong, vigorous organi- 
zations to fight this threat. The dan- 
ger of inflation—of runaway prices 
—threatens our national strength as 
well as the pocketbooks of each in- 
dividual. To fight this—to protest 
and if necessary boycott exorbitant 
prices—is to fight in the interests of 
the country as a whole as well as for 
our personal interests. 

Consumers’ activity at the present 
time has to be predicated on a deter- 
mination of which activities aid and 
which hinder the program of national 
defense. A selfish attempt to secure 
goods for individuals which are 
needed for munitions is obviously 
a shameful activity. The great need 
for consumers organizations, and 
the job that only they can do, is to 
fight profiteering and thereby work 
to stabilize the whole price situation. 


ORGANIZATION GROWS 


The rise in the cost of living has 
brought about a tremendous _in- 
crease in consumer organizations. 
Many attack some one problem— 
milk or meat or rent—and many 
small groups, some scarcely organ- 
ized, have boycotted products that 
seemed too exorbitant in price. In al- 
most all large cities conferences have 
been held, resulting in permanent 
committees which attempt to deal 
with the general problem of the high 
cost of living. 

It is because I believe that there 
are almost unlimited vitality and 
possibilities in these new consumer 
groups spontaneously springing up 
in so many American cities and 
towns that I join Mr. Gleichman in 
hoping soon to see a national con- 
ference to form one “strong, healthy, 
fighting consumer force.” 

SOPHIA RIPLEY AMES 


HERE’S HEALTH 


By DR. HAROLD AARON 


MiLK 

“Milk minerals help soothe 
‘office jitters,’ ” say the Sheffield 
ads. “Calcium, abundant in 
milk, is beneficial to nerves, 
science advises, and is vital to 
lovely teeth, youthful spirits, 
sparkling health. Thousands 
now drink Sheffield’s delightful 
new Homogenized Vitamin D 
Milk for a between-meal pick- 
me-up and get all essential 
vitamins . . . calcium and phos- 
phorus. It’s creamier, finer 
flavored, easier to digest than 
ordinary milk. . .” 


First, let it be said that milk 
needs no apologist as a food. 
Its virtues have been recognized 
almost since the first mammal 
nursed its young. It provides 
substantial amounts of proteins 
and carbohydrates, as well as a 
variety of vitamins and min- 
erals. Doctors and workers in 
public health, recognizing these 
virtues, have been united in 
trying to encourage its con- 
sumption. Ads like the one 
quoted above, offering a mix- 
ture of half-truths and whole 
lies, are no help to such efforts. 


Calcium is indeed abundant 
in milk, but there is no evi- 
dence that it is any more bene- 
ficial to nerves or vital to health 
than any other important 
mineral or vitamin. Nerve 
integrity and good health re- 
quire the integration and 
mutual activity of all known 
vitamins and most of the known 
minerals. 


And milk, contrary to the 
implication of the advertise- 
ment, does not contain enough 
of all known vitamins to make 
it possible to be indifferent 
about other foods. There is 
very little vitamin C in milk, 
for example; one must depend 
upon fruits and vegetables as 
sources of this vitamin. And 
milk contains little or no iron. 
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FASCISM AND FARMING . 


positions all the way through this scheme. You see, the 10 
lost tribes will, according to their hidden theories, finally 
unite with the 2 lost tribes—the Jews—when the final mo- 
ment has arrived. Today, the Jews promote anti-Semitism as 
a means of solidifying their.own ranks. It’s all a part of the 
plot. The Jews actually support W. J. Cameron in his anti- 
Jewish work—because the big Jews can then force the little 
Jews to look to the big Jews for help—and so they keep 
everyone of their race in line. BIWF stoops to all kinds of 
things like that to promote their ends. at 

Q—Well, about the farm problem: What is the positive 
program of Producers for the U.S.A.? 

A—There isn’t any positive program other than exposing the 
Farm Bureau and the United States Department of Agri- 
culture. Our purpose is to show up all the bad features of 
the program and how they come from the efforts of the 
USDA officials to play their part in the BIWF scheme. 

Q—Dr. Vail said that 500 farmers in Clinton County were 
members of Producers for the U.S.A. Would you say that 
was a fair figure? 

A—Yes, I think so. 


Q—Have you put out any material on the activities of the 
PUSA? 

A—No. You see, all the boys with money are either part of 
BIWF or working in the direction someway. We who fight 
for the truth and to expose their plot don’t have any money. 

Q—But Dr. Vail told me that the members of PUSA pay $1.00 
dues per year and that all the money stays in the county. If 
the dues are paid on initiation, that would be at least $500— 
or, at the rate of 10c a month, it would be $50 per month. 
Does Vail have a salary? 


A—No, certainly not. You’d better talk to him about finances. 
I don’t know anything about it. 


As we have said the dangerous nonsense described above 
is not important in itself. But it is important as a replica 
in miniature of what is going on in one form or another 
all over the United States. It is important in view of the 
fact that certain American industrialists are willing to 
spend millions to weld together the 800 crackpot organiza- 
tions into one central American fascist party. For if 
Hitlerism comes to the U.S.A. the industrialists will be paid 
out many times over in low salaries for the worker, high 
prices for the consumer, low prices to the farmer, high 
prices for what he buys and higher profits for American 
monopoly. 

Fortunately the overwhelming sanity of the people of 
southern Illinois—and the American people generally— 
doom such plans as Vail’s to defeat. While Vail gives out 
his wild tirades the farmers of Clinton County soberly talk 
about concrete ways and means to increase production. 
Here’s what some of them say: 


A. C. Marko, Route 2, Carlinville: 


“Well, I look at it all this way: If Hitler beats Russia, 
it’s England and America next, and it’s beginning to seem 
as if we should have got into this thing sooner. I’m behind 
the government in sending all we can to the countries fight- 
ing against Hitler, but it’s no use sending the food we 
farmers grow if we aren’t sure it’s going to get there. I 
know that convoys mean shooting and shooting means war, 
but we’ve just got to do it to guarantee what we are trying 
to do really counts. 

“Yes, we're all behind the AAA program, but there’s one 
thing I want to point out. We farmers need more machinery 
if we’re going to produce more ‘food for freedom.’ It’s a 
big problem with us. I’m working a farm that’s worth 
$12,000 and I need $5,000 worth of farm equipment to 
operate it. Now, farm machinery only lasts 5 years as a 


Ze 


» 8 (Continued from page 13) 


rule. It starts needing repairs after the first two years, and 
by the fifth year the repairs needed start costing too much 
to be practical. Now all during the depression, International 
Harvester Co., for example, made more profits than ever 
before. Seems to me then, that some way can be worked 
out to get cheaper farm machinery for us so we can produce: 
more and cut our cost of production. They ought to slice 
their profits clear down in the interests of national defense 
—especially since they’ve laid up plenty over the past ten 
or fifteen years.” 


Claude Wheeler, Carlinville, said: 


“Some people talk about Hitler not being able to invade 
this country, but it appears to me that what’s been happening 
the last few months and weeks in South America proves 
Hitler already has his eye on this country. Farmers around 
here used to listen to Lindbergh but they feel now like he’s 
talking kind of like—vwell, a traitor. 

“Republicans and Democrats all know that the farm pro- 
gram is helping to answer their problems. A few are just 
contrary or just plain ornery. But then, there’s always 
some that get a kick out of being a wrench in the machinery. 
We aren’t all entirely satisfied with the program, but we’re 
out to help improve it. 

“Hitler is carrying out just what he told us he would. 
We got to get that b—— some way, and it looks as if Russia 
and England can do it if we can only get them enough guns 
and food and whatever they need. But whatever it takes, 
we've got to smash him and everybody behind him. A new 
class of people has got to be put in control in Germany.” 


R. Heigert, Route 2, Staunton, Macoupin County, said: 


“Sure we oughta see that the stuff we’re producing gets 
over there and that may mean battleships going along. I 
don’t think Hitler wants a fight with us yet,—but, if he 
does, we just better let him have it. 

The new AAA program is right up my alley—more beef 
and dairy products. But there’s one thing I wish they’d work 
out and that’s some way of getting the surplus corn and 
wheat to us farmers in the form of cheap feed. That’d sure 
help us jump our production rates. 


Venice Brink, Nashville, Ill., said: 

“I’m going to suggest a positive program in every AAA 
meeting I can attend. I haven’t got it all worked out yet, 
but it'll be something like this. First, this is a heavy dairying 
county, and if we all get at the job, we can increase our 
dairy output a lot. Second, a lot of us have been neglecting 
putting in home gardens for vegetables we can use. The 
government is encouraging production of vegetables, and 
I’m going to double the size of my garden for next year, 
I think we can all work in this direction. Third, nitrates 
are needed today for the munitions our c 
ducing. Instead of using nitrate fertilizers, we can go heavy 
on the legumes that get nitrogen out of the air and put it 
in our soil. We need limestone to sweeten our soil if the 
legumes are to be effective, and we’ve got a lot of limestone 
right in the county. So I’m going to suggest that we farmers 
set up a limestone crushing and spreading cooperative.” 

It is sanity such as this that will save America from the 
organized crackpots backed by monopoly. 
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DEFENSE OF THE DINNER PAIL 


VER 100,000 working men in Detroit will lose 

their jobs this month. And what is happening in 
Detroit is happening in hundreds of smaller towns 
and in the big industrial centers that make steel, 
autos, tanks and guns. 

Hundreds of thousands of bread-winners out of 
work. Hundreds of thousands of American fam- 
ilies watching food costs rise, rents climb, the kids’ 
shoes wear thin—and feeling the chill of winter 
coming and knowing there may be no pay check 
this month, or next, or the month after. 

The cost of living has been hiked about 9% since 
the war in Europe began. Price Administrator Leon 
Henderson calls this “‘mild inflation,” and warns 
that unless the price control bill is passed soon 
worse will follow. 


HAT hits the pocketbook hits home. The leaky 

roof, the skimpy meal, the wail of the hungry 
child, the bill collector at the door, the empty pay 
envelope—these are the things ¢ man wants to fight, 
these are the enemies easiest to understand. 

And when, on the other side of the nation’s bal- 
ance sheet, the swollen profits are plain to read— 
then the soil is fertile for sowing the seeds of mis- 
understanding and discontent. 

The enemies of democracy are not asleep. They 
know where the shoe pinches and how to exploit 
the common worry over a job and a square meal. 

Father Coughlin’s Social Justice, for example, 
headlines: “Poverty at Home Price of Crusade 
Abroad.” While the Roosevelt Administration is 
trying “to establish the four freedoms everywhere 
else in the world,” says this pro-Hitler sheet, it 
“cannot be expected, probably, to attend to such 
minor matters as poverty at home.” 


HE fight against poverty at home and for the 
four freedoms abroad are one and the same 
fight. The sacrifices the American people are called 


on to make today have been forced upon them, not 
by the Roosevelt Administration, nor by the British 
government, nor by the “Jewish bankers”—as the 
Lindberghs, Coughlins and Wheelers would have us 
believe. 


They have been forced upon us, as far worse 
sacrifices have been exacted of Europe’s unhappy 
millions, by the grim reality of Hitler’s drive for 
world conquest. 

The fight against Hitler is the fight for the full 
dinner pail, for the healthy child, for the safe and 
happy home. We shall not again know peace, 
prosperity, and safety until the Nazi legions have 
been stopped and men everywhere may work again 
to meet the needs of their own families. 


HIS government and this people have a two-fold 

task to perform. 

First, to see that the necessary sacrifices of to- 
day are equitably shared, that no man profits un- 
duly from the nation’s need and that no man’s fam- 
ily remains in want. 

Second, to explain and explain again that money 
and arms and, if need be, men sent to aid the na- 
tions fighting Hitler are sent no less against the 
enemies of America’s families, their welfare and 
their homes. 


A nation that understands that the armies fight- 
ing before Moscow are fighting the wolf at its own 
door—will not hesitate to act! 
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JOIN THE 


1,000 Volunteers mean 12,000 more 


colunteers 


SEND IN ONE SUB 
A WEEK FOR THE 
NEXT 12 WEEKS 


U.S.WEEK readers. Surely, you can 


enroll an additional fighter for democracy this week and next — in fact, 


for the next 12 weeks. 


HELP ARM AMERICA WITH THE FACTS 


To U. S. WEEK, 1016 N. Dearborn St., Chicago, III. 


Yes, I will join the VOLUNTEERS, and hereby send you.......... subscriptions. 
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